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Salmeron took this resolution, rather than from the pretext
which he alleged. That pretext, a whimsical one enough under
the circumstances, was his invincible objection to the infliction
of capital punishment." When we have made the acquaintance
of Sanz del Rio, in the next chapter, we may conclude that his
pupil Salmeron was honest enough in his objection; though it
may well have been the impossible position in which he found
himself that induced him to make capital punishment a question
of resignation. The Cortes were determined that capital punish-
ment should be restored to the Criminal Code; and to this
Salmeron, as a humanitarian philosopher, could never agree.

Emilio Castelar came next. Though he had attended some of
the lectures of Sanz del Rio, the Krausist philosopher, he was
not a Krausist himself, nor even a philosopher. He was more
supple, more a man of action than either Pi y Margall or
Salmeron, and he accepted the task of governing, although that
meant the abandonment of all his principles for the good of the
country. He had preached federalism for twenty years "with
his own unexampled eloquence". Yet the moment he found
himself at the helm (he governed the country from the 8th
September, 1873, until the 2nd January, 1874) he had to re-
cognize the fact that federalism for Spain was not practical
politics. He had also to give up two other cherished convictions:
his objections to capital punishment and to compulsory military
service. Mr David Hannay, a good historian but a severe
critic, who, as the son of a British consul at Barcelona, lived
through many of the events which he describes and sometimes
reveals the irritation of the moment rather than the serenity
of the biographer, has paid a fine tribute to the character
of Castelar, though he can never forgive him for being an
orator.

The first effect of the responsibility of office on Don Emilio was to
convince him that his theories could not even begin to be applied

without plunging Spain into anarchy___He used his power to avert

the ruin of the country, but he had to work by using all the resources
of a centralised administration, by permitting his officers to inflict
that pain of death which he had wished to abolish, and by levying the